July 26th. 2009
Hi
Not much to write about. I have just spent some time saving a few basic files on a USB drive (2GB) which HSBC sent to me recently. The reason for saving the files is because of an incident yesterday. I had switched on the water kettle when most power to the suite went off. The power loss was easily fixed by turning a circuit breaker back on. However, the computer would not work for about an hour. Perhaps a computer has some internal safety mechanism that reacts to a power loss. I think this is the first power loss I have had that has affected the computer. I called Dell but they were extremely uncooperative even though they have helped in the past. It was not the people themselves but their system seems to have changed. As a result, I probably will not get another Dell computer!

The 40th anniversary of the Apollo 11 lunar landing was last Tuesday as I mentioned last week. 
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A few days ago there was a full solar eclipse visible over many parts of Asia. Thousands of overseas enthusiasts went to China to observe it. In HK, it was just a partial eclipse, which lasted about 2.5 hours. The HK Science Centre had set up telescopes for people to observe it. Although they said the sky went darker, I kept looking out the window and didn’t notice any difference. The official H1N1 count in HK is now about 2500 with about 200 reported yesterday. I have a question for you medical experts. I always understood that a vaccine had to be given to a person before they are exposed to a disease, the reason being that the vaccine stimulates the body to produce antibodies that are then available to fight the disease later. However, on the news people keep talking about giving the Tamiflu vaccine to people after they already have H1N1. Isn’t that a bit late? Wouldn’t the disease itself be causing the body to make antibodies? If so, there seems no point in a vaccine at that stage. BTW, do you know that the word vaccine comes from the Latin ‘vacca’ meaning ‘cow’? Do you know why?
Yesterday was the centenary of the first flight across the English Channel by Bleriot. Several replicas of Bleriot’s plane as well as a restored original crossed the channel to commemorate the event. It was Bleriot’s flight that really stimulated the development of aviation.  
The tri-nations has begun. There have been two tests, both involving NZ. Last week, they beat Australia in Auckland. Yesterday they lost to SA 28-19 in SA. 
A few minutes ago, the ‘election’ for the new Macau Chief Executive concluded. There was only one candidate for the 300-member election committee to choose from! 
This past week I did not do any exercise at all. I may start again tomorrow. 

Hope Kaia is OK. I noticed that in my last e-mail I got the spelling of her name completely wrong! 

Cheers
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